
MS 609.2285
Fentanyl 

Adulterated 
Substances

A person is guilty of a felony if:

a) They knowingly adulterate, alter, or substitute 
a controlled substance/drug with fentanyl, or

b) They knowingly adulterate, alter, or substitute 
a package/receptacle containing any 
controlled substance/drug with fentanyl or 
another package containing fentanyl.

c) A and B do not apply to manufacturers, 
practitioners, pharmacists/pharmacy 
owners, nurses, and other related 
professionals



Opioids and 
Fentanyl

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/opioids/basics/fentanyl.html

Prescription 
Opioids: To relieve 
pain, doctors may 

prescribe their 
patients opioids like 

oxycodone 
(OxyContin®), 

morphine, and even 
fentanyl for severe 

pain. When 
prescription opioids 

are distributed 
directly by legitimate 

medical 
professionals, their 

purity and strength as 
labeled can be 

trusted.

Illicit Opioids: Illicit 
opioids include 

heroin and any other 
opioids that are 

produced outside of 
a legitimate 

pharmaceutical 
laboratory. Opioids 

that are made 
illegally are far more 

dangerous than 
prescription opioids 

because people 
using them cannot 
verify their purity or 

strength.

Fentanyl: Synthetic 
opioids like fentanyl 

are the leading driver 
of the overdose 

epidemic. Because 
they are extremely 

powerful, just a tiny 
amount of fentanyl 

(or variations of 
fentanyl called 

analogues) can be 
lethal. Fentanyl is 
often mixed into 

drugs without the 
knowledge of the 

people using them.



Drug 
Overdose 
Data



Opioid 
Prescriptions 
Dispensed



How are they 
used?

Minors and young adults experimenting, as well as regular 
substance users, believe they are buying authentic prescription 
opioids but are unwittingly purchasing counterfeit pills that 
contain lethal amounts of drugs, usually fentanyl. 

“Fentanyl is approximately 100 times more potent than 
morphine, and 50 times more potent than heroin as a painkiller. 
Twenty-six percent of tablets tested in a DEA laboratory 
contained a lethal dose of fentanyl”.  Of the tested pills, 60% 
contained a lethal dose of fentanyl.



Can you tell 
the 

difference?



Any Questions?
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